
Dates for the diary 

4 March - Run & Revitalise 

8 March - Grizzly 2020 ïhills 

aplenty  

25 March - Club AGM - Bar 

area at the Stadium - 8:30pm 

29 March ï Bedford Harriers 

Oakley 20 ï Entries now 

open! 

26 April - Virgin London  

Marathon 

13 June - 35
th
 Anniversary  

Celebration - Bedford Rugby 

Club 

9th August - Bedford  

Triathlon - Entries now open! 

Club Championship Races 

5 April - Sandy 10 - entries 

now open 

15 May - Blisworth 5 mile 

14 July  - Milton Keynes 

(EMGP) 10k 

22 July - Doug Anderson 5k 

15 November - St Neots Half 

Marathon 

Multisport Championship 

Races 

15 March - Sprint Duathlon - 

Bedford Autodrome  

10 May - Standard Triathlon - 

St Neots 

12 July - Middle Triathlon - 

Ironbourne 

26 July - Sprint Triathlon - 

Box End - entries now open 

18 October  (date TBC) -  

Standard Duathlon - Cowman 

29-30 August 2020 - 35th  

Anniversary Race - Chateau 

de Chantilly, France - Entries 

now open! 
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9,281 runners in a 10K race!  Athens - November 2019 - Adam Hills 

What was your greatest achievement of last year?  

It can be quite easy to disregard how much weôve achieved, especially if 

weôre so focused on training today and booking up future races.  So, itôs 

worth taking a pause and to look back over the last twelve months.  One 

of mine has to be the Athens 10K road race, which I raced last Novem-

ber, on a humid Saturday evening.  The race commenced at 5pm in day-

light and for me, it finished in the dark, well with all the street lights on of 

course.  I decided to enter this event as I had just flown in from Cyprus 

and visited my Greek relatives for the first time in 28 years.  

I volunteered at the Expo Centre on the Friday in Athens, giving out run-

nersô goody bags and managed to speak some Greek.  I also volun-

teered on the Sunday morning from 7am, collecting runnersô bags and 

sorting them into order for when they returned after the race.  It was 

amazing to watch Komen, whoôs the same age as me, from Kenya win-

ning the Athens Marathon in a very quick time, along with the other fin-

ishers.  

Going back to the Athens 10K, I didnôt know anyone but did manage to 

get speaking to an English runner who was in the same wave as me.  

What I canôt get my head round is the fact there were 9,281 for just a 

10K race and I finished in 57th place.  That has to be one of my greatest 

achievements ever and it was simply euphoric entering the Panathenaic 

Stadium and the music was so loud that it felt like an outdoor disco!  I 

would highly recommend entering an Athens race this November if you 

want a warmer climate and an extremely well organised event, with 

closed roads. 

Oakley 20 - sign-up to volunteer 

The Oakley 20 sign-up sheet is on the noticeboard at the stadium and an email has been sent out to all 

members.  Please sign-up quickly to avoid disappointment! 



Bedford Harriers Half Marathon ï The Setup ï Elaine Massie 

Bedford Harrierôs races have a great reputation for being really well-organised with lots 
of helpful marshals.  Many of you are those helpful and happy marshals who turn up on 
race day to encourage, clap and cheer the runners along as well as ensure they are 
safe and run in the right direction.  But have you ever wondered how everything gets set 
up before you get there on race day? 

The morning before race day, the van loading team arrived at the stadium.  Armed with 
a list of all the kit required, this was gradually carried from the container and stacked 
into the vans.  Itôs hard work, carrying gallons of water and an endless stack of cones, 
but there was a lot of banter which made it quite fun. 

With almost the entire contents of the storage container packed into the vans, we all 
made our way to Wootton Upper School 
(WUS).  The empty sports hall was 
awaiting transformation into race HQ.  
The contents of the vans were unloaded and stacked in a vaguely 
logical order, fortunately with the help of additional volunteers. 

With piles of kit in the middle of the hall, we started to set up race HQ, 
while other volunteers loaded signs into their cars and set up the 
route.  Last year when we volunteered, Richard and I had no idea 
what to do, but this year, with a little bit of experience, we had a 
vague idea of what needed to be done.   

Within a few hours, the race HQ was set up and 
ready to receive the runners in the morning, 
toilets and changing rooms were signposted 
and the catering stand was set up.  All the  
marshal point signs were ready for the course 
sector managers to put out on race day.  Plus, a 
pallet full of water had been loaded onto a van 
ready for distribution to the water stations in the 
morning. 

 

Richard was on ground crew on race day, which meant arriving at WUS 
for 7am.  Work was soon underway to set up the finish gantry, the water 
station and the catering gazebo.  Signage needed to be checked to ensure 
nothing had fallen off, the marshal points set up and so on.  Soon other 
volunteers started to arrive along with competitors and the place started to 
buzz; before long the race was underway. 

Once the race was underway, the ground crew dismantled the timing mats 
at the start and moved them and set them up at the finish line.  Then they 
had a few hours off, to relax and eat bacon butties, drink tea before their 

next shift began.  Once the last runner crossed the line, the finish gantry etc was dismantled, race HQ packed up 
and everything packed back into the vans ï as with most packing, nothing seems to fit as well as it did on the way 
back, so some creative wedging of kit was needed.  With the vans packed, we made our way to the stadium.  Every-

thing was unloaded from the first van and stacked back in the container.  Water was once 
again carried and put on the shelves and the endless supply of cones was stacked along-
side the road closure signs.  The ground was a little wetter around the container and this 
van needed a push to get it going in the wet mud, while the other van had a flat tyre in the 
middle of the rugby field and the AA was called to fix it.  This meant that everything in the 
big van needed to be moved into the small van, before being driven to the container for 
final unloading.  Eventually it was all packed away 
until the next race. 

Weôve only done this a couple of times, but it is clear 
that most of the guys who turn up to pack the van, 
set up the races and take it all down again and re-
turn everything safely to the container do so for most 
races.  It is a small group of friendly guys and they 
work really hard, with a smile and the odd bit of sar-
casm to keep us all on our toes.  Next time the sign-

up sheet goes up for volunteers, think about volunteering for van loading and 
set up the day before (or during the afternoon for DA5K) and sign up for the 
ground crew ï there can never be too many people and everyone is happy to 
explain what needs to be done to us beginners.  It is hard work, but really good 
fun and without these guys doing it we really wouldnôt be able to put on the 
amazing races that we do. 


